
Report of the NANO outreach Project 2014 in Bangladesh  

Conducted by 

Mohammad Muslem Uddin, an alumni member of NANO 

 

                                                                                                                   

 

January 2015 



 
 

Introduction: 

Although “Ocean literacy” is a growing movement in Europe and worldwide, and the community 

of marine educators is increasing much faster than other sector, in reality its necessity is yet to be 

felt nationally in most of the underdeveloped and developing countries like Bangladesh. Most 

parts of the countries south and south eastern region is below 3 meter of sea level and one of the 

most geomorphologically dynamic active delta prone to ocean born multi hazards like cyclones, 

storm surges, marine flood etc. The country has already been suffering the vulnerable situation 

due to ongoing climate change phenomena and the offshore Island, Sandwip has been turned into 

a refugee site for climate change. But the people of this island (where about 350,000 people have 

been living in a only 250km
2
 space) is totally ignorant of Oceanographic as well as Climate 

relevant knowledge necessary for hazard management and resilient community development. 

 

Being inspired by NANO encouragement effort to its alumni to take initiative distributing 

general oceanographic knowledge to the public, the proposal was submitted aiming to organize a 

seminar followed by a field visit in Sandwip Island, Bangladesh having multimedia facilities for 

presentation and experts on Oceanography targeting school teachers and students as an important 

audience. The audience was selected such since the teachers are able to pass on the knowledge to 

their students as well as their linked society where as those students would grow up to become 

either scientists, policy makers or any other type of stakeholder of the ocean. 

 

The Seminar was carried out in the framework of the 1
st
 attempt of the “Education and Prospect 

for Sandwip island, Bangladesh” supported by NANO outreach Project 2014. The workshop 

took place from 27 to 30 December of 2014 and it was hold at the Hall Room of Sandwip 

Ananda Pathshala in Sandwip Island, Chittagong, Bangladesh. 

 

Briefly, the seminar consisted of lectures, questions and answers on the topics of Lectures  

(Ocean Literacy and RISCKIT) and followed by a site visit on the following day. The main goals  

set for the seminar and field visit are stated below: 

 Offer a brief introduction to the Oceanography and importance of Ocean Literacy 

 Offer a brief introduction to the RISCKIT project and its activities in Sandwip 

 Presentation of Lecture 1 on Ocean Literacy focusing understanding the Ocean’s 

influence on you and your influence on the Oceans following standard principles of 

Ocean Literacy including its worldwide view, status. 

 Presentation of Lecture 2 on RISCKIT project focusing the objectives of the project, 

causes behind Sandwip has been selected as the only international study site outside 

Europe and the results produced so far for the island. 

 A site visit program for the interested learners to the accreted and eroded coast of the 

island. 

 Personal as well as group discussions with the interested participants of the island on 

future prospects and get way of oceanographic education for the next two days.  



The seminar counted with two speakers. At the beginning, Mr Abdur Rahim, Assistant Professor of 

History, Government Haji A. B. College at Sandwip who presided over the meeting, offered opening 
lectures on general topics regarding the objective of the seminar and importance of oceanographic 

research and education for sustainable coastal and Island management as well as its professional 

potentiality. Furthermore, Mr Mohammad Muslem Uddin, from the Institute of marine Sciences and 

Fisheries, University of Chittagong delivered two more lectures on Ocean literacy and risckit project. 
Both guests provided a valuable input as lectures and also by getting involved during the discussions 

regarding practical issues concerning how to get in or improve oceanographic education and research for 

the benefit of the island in the face of climate change vulnerabilities. A partial list of the participants is 
shown in the appendix A as were asked to write their comments on the program; the seminar agenda is 

reproduced below.  

 

Agenda 

 Seminar Agenda  

 Saturday 27 December 2014 

 Morning 

 Welcome- Main goals of the workshop - Introduction of participants (by the organizers) 

 Opening speech of the chairman by Prof Abdur Rahim 

 Brief introduction to NANO and RISCKITby Mohammad Muslem Uddin. 

 Short Break 

 Lecture 1: Ocean Literacy by Mohammad Muslem Uddin. 

 

Afternoon 

 Lecture 2: Geomorphological Evolution and Vulnerability of Low- Lying Coasts in 

Bangladesh: The Case of Sandwip Island under RISCKIT(Resilience Increasing 

Strategies for Coasts)  Project 

 Questions-Answers, discussions and comments 

  

Sunday 28 December 2014 

Morning 

 Gathering at the premises of Sandwip Ananda Pathshala for site visit  

 Site visit to North Sandwip newly accreted and eroded land area and talking with effected 

people to understand their perception 

 Break for lunch 

 Afternoon 

 Back to Ananda Pathshala premises to end the visit with a brief overview  

 

Monday 28 December and Tuesday December 2014 

Personal and group discussion  

 

 



Conclusion:  

Finally, it is worth mentioning that the seminar followed by the site visit, personal and group 

discussion served as an appreciated starting of Oceanographic education which promised to yield 

a remarkable outcomes for the whole island. Moreover, both organizers and participants 

perceived and acknowledged the commitment and worth mentioning activities of POGO and NF 

in order to get a good outcome for the motto- “together we can make a change in the world!” 

 

Photo Frame of the program: 

 

         
 

        
 

           



       
 

      
 

Field Visit, personal and group discussion: 

 

 



                                                                                        

      
 

     
 

 



Participants and comments: 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 

 
 



 



 


